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the diesel engine and auxiliary 
generators which are normally lo-
cated in this area.
This low operating noise prole 
also reects very positively when 
operations involve potential inter-
action with cetations and other 
marine mammals.
So how does this new technology 
perform?
After 12 months of activity the 
numbers are in and they are im-
pressive to say the least.
The following table provides a 
comparison between the tradi-
tionally powered and diesel elec-
tric vessel in the Subsea eet and 

M.V. Maasvliet. The table is divid-
ed into three specic activities, 
Transit, Cable Recovery and Ca-
ble Ooad as follows;
Taken overall, the fuel require-
ments for the diesel/electric 
vessel are 53.6% less than the 
traditionally powered craft when 
a direct voyage comparison is 
made.
In economic terms, given the 
current market conditions for 
fuel oil, this represents a sav-
ing of approximately 600 metric 
tonnes of MGO and an estimated 
$1,000,000 saving in operating 
costs.
Feedback from the crew, in terms 
of operating characteristics and 
crew comfort are also wholly pos-
itive.
Crew accommodation respects 

the needs of the individual pro-
viding a good mix of public and 
private space.
The vessel performs in exactly 
the same general terms as the 
other vessel in the eet. Transit 
speeds are identical, vessel ma-
noeuvrability is improved, the 
upgraded bow thruster provides 
eective positioning ability. The 
upgraded capability to operate 
this bow thruster on a permanent 
basis is also recognised as a pos-
itive.
In summary, the M.V. Massvliet 
has fullled and in some cases 
signicantly exceeded the ben-

ets envisaged at the design 
phase. Her cable recovery ca-
pabilities match those of more 
traditional platform provided by 
the M.V. Rebecca, Subsea’s rst 
cable recovery vessel. Cable re-
covery rates are identical for the 
two vessels. Her economies, with 
respect to fuel oil consumption, 
have exceeded all expectations, 
in excess of 25% better than orig-
inally anticipated. This further en-
hances the sustainability goals of 
Subsea and this is further reect-
ed on customer specic special 
projects where the vessel is em-
ployed. 
Did she meet expectations? The 
response is a resounding YES!
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Activity Traditional Vessel               
(MT MGO/24H)

Diesel/Electric 
Vessel       (MT 
MGO/24H)

Dierence (%)

Transit 5.88 3.08 48
Cable Recovery 2.83 1 65
Cable Ooad 0.49 0.35 29


